A Cross-Section of Symposium Presentations


Jennifer Yakimishyn – Eelgrass Research – 11:30 Sunday

My thesis research in the Geography Department at the University of Victoria in collaboration with Parks Canada examines the current status of eelgrass beds in Clayoquot Sound and fish biodiversity supported by this ecosystem. Field studies conducted from spring to late fall in 2001 and 2002 sampled eelgrass fish diversity and examined several environmental and eelgrass habitat characteristics. This information will be used to characterize and assess seasonal variation in the eelgrass bed study sites. By establishing the current status of eelgrass habitat, baseline data will be established and can aid in developing and implementing local monitoring programs in Clayoquot Sound. Community involvement support from CARET for the project provided local youth with the opportunity to gain hands-on marine biology experience by assisting in eelgrass fish sampling. In addition, two community beach seines in Grice Bay and two community talks, one at the Rainforest Interpretative Centre and one at Greenpoint campsite, provided the Clayoquot Sound community with the opportunity to gain incite into the importance of eelgrass fish communities and increase awareness on current research being conducted in their community.

Brian Kopach – Whale Research – 3:30 Sunday

Scientific research work seldom has immediate benefit to people who live in the rural areas where such research often takes place. There are several reasons for this.  First, science works in long slow strides, creating and testing new knowledge, generally in technical journals and in the halls of distant university campuses, quite separate from the community setting.  Second there is often no forum for science-community communication and interaction.  

The project that I currently lead for the University of Victoria Whale Research Lab, directed by Dr. Dave Duffus, is in its 10th year of operation.  The central theme of the project is to understand the ecological and anthropogenic variables that influence the distribution and abundance of gray whales in Clayoquot Sound.  In an effort to synthesize and distribute this information to the communities of Clayoquot Sound I am creating a plain language ecology workbook, based on the Whale Labs 10 year database, which is written for high school students in the area.

Chris Tollefson - Forest Certification in B.C.: Challenges and Opportunities

9:15 Monday

Chris Tollefson is a Professor at the University of Victoria Faculty of Law
and Executive Director of the UVic Environmental Law Centre. He has written
extensively on environmental, forestry, public participation and First
Nations issues. At present, he is working on book on forest certification
in British Columbia.


He also has a long record of working with environmental, community and First
Nation organizations in a volunteer capacity and through the work of the
UVic Environmental Law Centre, Canada's only clinical environmental law
program, which he co-founded in 1996.. He is the past-President of the
Sierra Legal Defence Fund and a founding director of the EAGLE, the
Environmental-Aboriginal Guardianship through Law and Education.

His presentation will consider the origins of the forest eco-certification
movement, the growth of the forest certification globally and in Canada, and
the challenges and opportunities that await the Forest Stewardship Council
certification system here in British Columbia. The title of his talk is:
Forest Certification in B.C.: Challenges and Opportunities.

Stan Boychuk – Iisaak Sustainable Forestry Resources – 1:00 Monday

The Clayoquot Biosphere Trust has been assisting in project development and fundraising to develop environment, social, economic and cultural indicators to determine what is sustainable in the forest and build capacity to achieve Iisaak’s goal of 50% employment of First Nations citizens.   

Ann Hillyer - Provincial Co-Chair, Clayoquot Sound Central Region Board
Joint management and Public Consultation for Scientific Panel Based Watershed Planning  - 11:15 Tuesday

The presentation by Ann Hillyer will outline the structure and nature of the
Central Region Board (CRB) as well as some of the CRB's current activities.
The CRB was established under the "Interim Measures Agreement-A Bridge to Treaty" between the Central Region Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations and British Columbia as a joint resource management review board. Consistant with the focus of the Board on sustainable resource management, Ann will outline the recent public consultation process for three of the watershed based forest management reserve plans for the Flores Island, Bedingfield, and Cyper watershed planning units in Clayoquot Sound.

Kelly Bannister -

Background on the Celebration of Collaboration on Tuesday Evening
The "Protocols Project" is a cooperative effort to build a foundation for
community-university research collaborations and avoid misunderstandings
among researchers from different cultures. The project began in Fall 2001
as a direct response to local interest in and concerns about conduct of
"outside researchers" working in the Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve
region.

A participatory process has been set up and is guided by a community working group to identify and understand local research-related issues, and
develop consensus on how to address them. Agreement is sought among three
broadly defined communities--Central Region Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations,
local non-Aboriginal communities, and academic researchers working in the
region--each with its own cultures, traditions and expectations.

The cornerstone of the research guidelines is respect for the well-being
and interconnectedness of individuals, communities and ecosystems. This
concept is consistent with the Nuu-chah-nulth principles of Iisaak "Living
respect" and Hishuk ish ts'awalk "Everything is one, everything is connected".

So far the process has yielded a 'near complete' draft set of guidelines
for acceptable research conduct in the region, as well as enhanced
mutual-understanding and community-university communication. These are
starting points for the activities supported by the Clayoquot Alliance for
Research, Education and Training. The guidelines will be useful for other
research in this region and as an example for other regions.

While the process of developing and implementing these guidelines is still
in progress, we would like to take time on Nov 19th to celebrate our
collective accomplishments to date, acknowledge the many volunteer hours
invested, and reflect on the spirit of cooperation that the project
represents.

