The following is a summary of the presentations presented at the 

Science Symposium November 2002

Anne Morgan – Nuu-chah-nulth Language Project

Anne presented on behalf of the Nuu-chah-nulth language group, she discussed the ongoing activities to document the Nuu-chah-nulth language. She stressed the importance of keeping language and culture present. The language group has developed a CD of plants and animals of the Nuu-chah-nulth culture that will be released in December 2002. 

The grant money received from CBT has been put towards initiating a conference on First Nations languages in BC. It will give an opportunity for other bands to share their knowledge about documenting their language. The language group has invited the Stollo First Nation, which has been very successful documenting and reviving their language. It is anticipated that the conference will be a big step forward in the effort to document and regain the Nuu-chah-nulth language.

It was noted that many of the elders who still speak Nuu-chah-nulth are over 70 years of age and there is a great urgency to document and develop teaching programs similar to the Stollo Nation in Chilliwack.

Gerry Schreiber – Recycling Initiative 

The recycling initiative is not yet fully underway. Gerry said that the presentation would not be very high tech but recycling was not very technical. Recycling is the last of the three R’s. We must Reduce, Reuse and then Recycle. There is also a fourth R that we must consider: Rethinking. Rethinking why we produce so much waste, i.e. packaging and all the consumer products that are used once and then tossed.

Gerry emphasized the need for full cost accounting and the need to reflect the true cost of waste. Everything must be factored into the cost of producing the packaging to the transportation to the disposal. Often the cost of disposal is externalized from the price of the product. 

Gerry Schreiber will be working closely with the new Ucluelet Recycling Society. Gerry will continue building useful networks with local businesses and volunteers.  

He will also develop a steering committee to discuss and organize the current waste reduction and recycling. The future co-operation among the District of Ucluelet, the District of Tofino and the five First Nations will reduce the cost of recycling. Gerry also plans to find a place to store those recyclable wastes, so the recycling society can stockpile the material until they get a better price. 

Clayoquot Green Economic Opportunity Study – Valerie Langer and Kelly Vodden

Valerie Langer presented in conjunction with Kelly Vodden the Green Economic Opportunity Study. Valerie started with a slide show presentation of Clayoquot Sound and concluded with Kelly’s power point presentation available on this CD.

Valerie stressed the importance of remaining vigilant about ongoing logging activities in Clayoquot Sound and the need for increased green economic opportunities for the communities in the region.

Return of the Salmon Festival – Stan Boychuk for Len Dziama

The ‘Return of the Salmon Festival’ is now an anticipated annual event. The Central Westcoast Forest Society, in partnership with many other groups, launched the 2002 festival. The festival was held October 26 and 27, 2002, in Pacific Rim National Park Reserve at the oceanfront Wickinninish Interpretive Centre.  About 450 and 500 people attended the 2002 event.

Festival days offered four main programs: guided salmon watching tours; a fun and educational information fair and with booths and displays set in a trade show format; guest speakers and a fundraising dinner.
Clayoquot Biosphere Educational Initiative – Darcy Dobell

The rainforest interpretive center presented their concept for further development of educational and interpretive materials to the CBT for funding when the call for proposals came out.  Having successfully applied for funding it is the goal of the RIC to have the materials easily available in local elementary schools.

The project is a short-term initiative and does not have a long term funding plan, however, it hopes to partner with the Vancouver Foundation, Ecotrust and possibly the CBT for a broader strategy to upgrade the displays and exhibits at the RIC.

Leyla Charleson has been and will be helping compile information for the interpretive and educational materials during the fall of this year.(2002)  

Iisaak Forestry Resources Ltd

In the Nuu-chah-nulth Language, iisaak (pronounced E-sock) means, “respect”. Iisaak Forest Resources is committed to Hishuk-ish ts’awalk, the Nuu-chah-nulth belief of respecting the limits of what is extracted and the interconnectedness of all things. This guiding principle of respect is the foundation for restructuring the economic, ecological and social elements of sustainable resource management in Clayoqupt Sound. .

Iisaak is an innovative ecologically sensitive forest services company built on traditional values and respect for the environment. Through the joint venture agreement, the Central Region Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations owns 51 percent through the Ma-Mook Development Corporation and Weyerhauser holds the remaining 49%. Iisaak was created to provide a new model of forest management in Clayoquot Sound. Iisaak is the direct result of commitments made by the Nuu-chah-nulth Central Region First Nations and Macmillan Blodel Ltd. in the 1996 Interim Measures Agreement.       

The Iisaak Sustainable Forestry Project with financial support from the CBT and the Vancouver Foundation have been developing criterion indicators for sustainability. Their efforts in this regard will continue into the spring and summer. 

Ecotrust Canada - Brenda 

Brenda has spent the last 4 years working with coastal communities to develop small business opportunities and provide community mapping. Ecotrust wants to be involved with implementation, which is more than simply research.  They want to develop the conservation economy and move away from the liquidation economy. Brenda emphasized the need to measure success by the triple bottom line: Environmental, Economic, and Social success.  

Ecotrust provides GIS mapping, Info Technology, First Nations work, small business development and community planning. Check out their website for more info http://www.ecotrustcan.org
